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Native village, or regional or village
corporation as defined in or established
pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.)
that is eligible for the special programs
and services provided by the United
States to Indians because of their sta-
tus as Indians.

Indian land is an inclusive term de-
scribing all lands held in trust by the
United States for individual Indians or
Tribes, or all lands, titles to which are
held by individual Indians or Tribes,
subject to Federal restrictions against
alienation or encumbrance, or all lands
which are subject to the rights of use,
occupancy, and benefit of certain
Tribes. For purposes of this part, the
term Indian land also includes land for
which the title is held in fee status by
Indian Tribes and the United States
Government-owned land under the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs (BIA) jurisdic-
tion.

Joint operation means, as defined in 7
CFR part 1400, a general partnership,
joint venture, or other similar business
arrangement in which the members are
jointly and severally liable for the obli-
gations of the organization.

Legal entity means, as defined in 7
CFR part 1400, an entity created under
Federal or State law that: (1) Owns
land or an agricultural commodity,
product, or livestock; or (2) produces
an agricultural commodity, product, or
livestock.

Lifespan means the period of time in
which a conservation practice should
be operated and maintained and used
for the intended purpose.

Limited resource farmer or rancher
means:

(1) A person with direct or indirect
gross farm sales of not more than
$155,200 in each of the previous 2 years
(adjusted for inflation using the Prices
Paid by Farmer Index as compiled by
the National Agricultural Statistics
Service), and

(2) Has a total household income at
or below the national poverty level for
a family of four, or less than 50 percent
of county median household income in
each of the previous 2 years (to be de-
termined annually using Commerce
Department data).

Liquidated damages means a sum of
money stipulated in the AMA contract
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that the participant agrees to pay
NRCS if the participant fails to ade-
quately complete the terms of the con-
tract. The sum represents an estimate
of the technical assistance expenses in-
curred to service the contract and re-
flects the difficulties of proof of loss
and the inconvenience or non-feasi-
bility of otherwise obtaining an ade-
quate remedy.

Livestock means all animals produced
on farms and ranches, as determined by
the Chief.

Natural Resources Conservation Service
is an agency of USDA which has re-
sponsibility for administering AMA
using the funds, facilities, and authori-
ties of the CCC.

Nonindustrial private forest land means
rural land that has existing tree cover
or is suitable for growing trees and is
owned by any nonindustrial private in-
dividual, group, association, corpora-
tion, Indian Tribe, or other private
legal entity that has definitive deci-
sion-making authority over the land.

Operation and maintenance means
work performed by the participant to
keep the applied conservation practice
functioning for the intended purpose
during the conservation practice life-
span. Operation includes the adminis-
tration, management, and performance
of non-maintenance actions needed to
keep the completed practice safe and
functioning as intended. Maintenance
includes work to prevent deterioration
of the practice, repairing damage, or
replacement of the practice to its
original condition if one or more com-
ponents fail.

Operation and maintenance (O&M)
agreement means the document that, in
conjunction with the APO, specifies
the operation and maintenance respon-
sibilities of the participants for con-
servation practices installed with AMA
assistance.

Participant means a person, legal en-
tity, joint operation, or Indian Tribe
that is receiving payment or is respon-
sible for implementing the terms and
conditions of an AMA contract.

Payment means the financial assist-
ance provided to the participant based
on the estimated costs incurred in per-
forming or implementing conservation
practices, including costs for planning,
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